I refer to data given on condenser capacitance is doubtful. 
Original 20hp chassis cards of specific cars state the following values: Chassis 42G1: 0.330mf; 
Ch 45G2: 0.310mf; Ch 67H8: 0.298mf; Ch 75A8 was 0.325mf; 77A5: 0.275mf; GPK47: 0.282mf 
These cars had the same coil specs as early 20/25. 
i replaced the interior of an original condenser on my 1927 20hp about 10 years ago with the following capacitor from Dick Smith 0.3mf @ 400volts. the 400volt is required for spike voltage. I investigated GMH, CHRYSLER & FORD literature at that time & found they used 0.18-0.25mf; 0.25-0.28mf and 0.28-0.31mf respectively. 
A lot of the original condensers are earthed thru the spring clip holding it in the distributor, with wear, the distributor can have a poor earth. regards 
bob clarke 
20hp Registrar Aus

Response to Bob Clarke - condenser capacitance: - 
The information supplied a few threads ago was lifted straight from Technical Manual #4 from the RREC. Although I cannot vouch for its accuracy the article has never been refuted, which would definitely be the case if incorrect information had been presented. Furthermore, the full transcript of the original article contained a set of calculations supporting the results that have been summaried above. 

Regarding the comments relating to specific 20HP cards: - I have no desire to argue with the statements made. All of the chassis numbers quoted are from the very early series of this model. Having checked the few chassis records in my possession, covering 20/25, 3 1/2L B, PIII & Shadow, no chassis card shows the capacitnce of the condenser; only the part number and the actual part reference number as fitted to that particular chassis. I have also checked both of the published R-R parts lists for the 20HP (1924 & 1928) and neither give a condenser rating. 

Moving on to the comments on GMH, Chrysler and Ford literature: - 
It must be assumed that this information was generally post war and pre-electronic. The following comments being made from memory due to a lack of literature to hand. These companies used a mixture of 12v, 8v and 7v coils, dependent upon model and year. Arithmetically, all of these figures support the use of the capacitance figures quoted. 

Rolls-Royce adopted 4 volt coils for the specific purpose of protecting the coil in the event of the ignition switch being left in the 'On' position. The ballast resistors are rated at 3.0 ohms. I have not had chance to look up the date of the implementation this system but assume it to in about 1922. 

If the car is correctly wired to original specification then it should show approximately a 3 amp charge when being driven. The other test of correct set-up, and correct capaciter, is the ability to start a warm engine by switching on the ignition and then moving the advance/retard lever from retard to advance. 
SB  20/25 & PIII

stephe 
i would suggest the info in Watford's article on capacitance has been put in question with at least 2 letters to the editor about the values stated- probably in following issue of Bulletin. I suggest the decimal point is in the wrong location in Watfords article which was published in B153/33 and should read 0.44mf etc
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